We’ll learn more about Mr. Dukes later in the tour.
The Old Mansfield High School (1924) and Rock
Gymnasium (1940), 605 East Broad Street

In the early years of
settlement, most of
Mansfield’s buildings
were constructed of
wood, and as time
went on, of brick.
Stone construction
THE OLD MANSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
was rare, appearing
primarily only in this
sandstone gymnasium built by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and as veneer
on a few houses on the outskirts of central Mansfield.
The Rock Gymnasium was
built from rock quarried in
Van Worth St
the nearby Bisbee communi.
ty, now a part of Mansfield.
The gymnasium walls are 18
15 16
inches thick.
W. Oak St
.

As you walk along, please cross streets at
marked intersections for safety. Also use
sidewalks where available. If there is no
sidewalk available, please remember to
walk on the left, facing traffic.
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Since 1867, schools have stood
at this site. The first school
was the Mansfield Male and
Female College, followed by
the Mansfield Academy in
1901. With the creation of
the Mansfield Independent
School District in 1909, the
Academy building was purchased for public schooling.
In 1924 it was demolished and
replaced with a brick building
for the Mansfield High School.
The gymnasium, located behind the high school, was
built between 1939 and 1940

St.

MANSFIELD STATE BANK

John Henry Harrison, owner of a Mansfield hardware business, built a large two-story wood frame house on this site
in 1905, replacing a brick house built by Rev. Jackson L.
Crabbe (1824-1868). When the wooden house burned, the
present house was rebuilt on the same foundation by the
Harrisons in 1915. Upon Mrs. Harrison’s death in 1946, the
house was sold to Dr. Raymond Thomas. He lived and practiced medicine there until his death in 1952. The house was
bought by the City of Mansfield in 1976 for use as a Senior
Citizens’ Center. The house was eventually sold and has
been used for several businesses.
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Now let’s head over
to Elm Street. As you
walk along this block,
you will see nearly 60
years of Mansfield’s
development.
The
oldest of these houses
date from 1900, with

The current owner has made efforts to reproduce some of
the original features. The arched entry with ornamental
plaster medallions has been replaced, and although these
are not an exact match of the originals, they still give a good
impression of what the house looked like when it was built.
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J.H. Wright (1857-1942) organized the State Bank of Mansfield and was its president until his death. In 1960, when a
new bank building was
constructed, the old
building was sold. The
building has had several different occupants
over the years

When this house was built in 1915, it was more elaborate
than it appears today. The original arched entry with its
bas-relief plaster
ornament and
an over-scaled
Palladian dormer on the roof
were removed in
the 1970s. The
house
retains
its wrap-around
veranda, but the
wagon-wheel
J.H. HARRISON HOUSE
railings are gone.

The original two-story gabled structure was built in 1869 or
1870 for Dr. John Collier, founder of the Mansfield Male and
Female College. The second story was used as the dormitory
for the college until its closing in 1889, at which time A.J.
Dukes bought the property. Dr. William B. McKnight, a former student at the college and prominent local physician,
bought the house in 1909. The McKnights owned the property until 1944, since which time it has operated as a funeral
home.
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J.H. Harrison House (1915), 404 East Broad
Street
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When Mansfield’s first bank occupied this 1-story building in
1895, it didn’t settle for a plain utilitarian façade. The building displays Queen Anne inspired detailing on the original
cornice. The storefront also features cast iron columns on
either side of the plate glass windows.

Although the hill is dominated by the Blessing Funeral
Home, the 2-story Collier-McKnight House can be seen
at the right side of the complex. Originally built with
Stick style
elements,
such as the
elaborate
woodwork
on the porch
shown in
this picture,
the house
has since
undergone
COLLIER-MCKNIGHT HOUSE
extensive
alterations,
particularly in 1911, when the house was remodeled in the
Craftsman style and in 1952, when the columned portico
was added, reflecting a Classical Revival influence.

achie
axah
N. W

Mansfield State Bank Building (1895), 116 North
Main Street

Collier-McKnight House (c. 1870; 1911; 1952),
401 Elm Street

Pond St.
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While you’re here, take a look at the Fowler-Boyd House (c.
1900) next door at 305 Elm Street. This is a T-Plan house
with interlocking gable roofs and corner porch is an example of a typical Tarrant County house.

Smith St.

The building was conMcKNIGHT BUILDING
structed for Dr. William
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS HALL
B. McKnight in 1895. Dr.
McKnight maintained an
office at the rear of the first floor. A drug store occupied
the front commercial space until 1938. The Knights of Pythias Lodge occupied the second floor from 1899 to 1940,
when James S. McKnight purchased the second floor from
the Lodge and converted it to an apartment. The building
is currently home to the Mansfield Historical Museum and
Heritage Center.

This was the residence
of Troy Hackler, a native
of Virginia raised in Missouri and a veteran of the Confederate Army who moved to
Tarrant County in 1865. He eventually procured a farm and
went on to accumulate land in and around Mansfield. It is
not clear whether the original core of the house (built about
1880) was constructed on the site or moved from Hackler’s
farm. At any rate, the house was added to continually and
probably achieved its present appearance by 1900. The
house remained in the Hackler family until 1964.
TROY HACKLER HOUSE

Walnut St.

While it appears to be a standard 2-story brick building, it
reflects aspects of Renaissance Revival design, derived from
16th century Italian architecture. You may ask,
what’s Italian about this
building? Look at the
arched windows on the
second floor and the parapet detailing at the top.
These features are reminiscent of Renaissance
Revival design, a style
used from between 1890
and about 1935.

What’s interesting about this house are the front gables.
Unlike the Wright-Malone or Muncy houses with their forward facing gables,
these were constructed
at angles. Some of the
Queen Anne style detailing remains, such as the
trusses in the gables.

This house was built
by Byrd Hoover
RALSTON HOUSE
about 1900 for W.G.
Ralston, the first depot agent in Mansfield, not far from the
now demolished railroad depot. The house has been altered
several times since about 1915, but still retains its varied
roof lines and corner porch.
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Troy Hackler House (c. 1880; c. 1900), 507 East
Broad Street
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McKnight Building/Knights of Pythias Hall (1895),
102 North Main Street

From here, head down to the light blue house at the corner
of East Broad Street and Sycamore Street.
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This house is known as a Modified L Plan, with a square
or rectangular central mass with projecting front and side
wings. As you can see here, houses of this style from the
early 20th century typically have classically inspired detailing with Doric, Tuscan or Ionic columns on a wrap-around
porch. With its Tuscan columns, this
house reflects the
Classical
Revival
style.

No

MASONIC LODGE BUILDING
This building was constructed in 1900 and enlarged slightly at the rear in 1910 by
Jay Grow. The first ground floor tenant of the building was
Stone Brothers General Merchandise Store.

W.G. Ralston House (1900), 309 Elm Street

S.1st Ave.

Masonic Lodge Building (1900; 1910), 101 North
Main Street
Take a look at the corner at the left side of this building. Once the home of Mansfield’s Masonic Lodge on the
second floor, it displays skillful brickwork, from the unusual
angled brick
corners to
the
brick
patterning
on the upper portion
of the facades and
the arched
parapet.
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under the WPA program. The project employed 40 men. With
the population at the time being 774, it may be assumed that
a large part of Mansfield was fed, housed and clothed by the
project.

S.1st Ave.

Let’s start with the two most prominent buildings in
Historic Mansfield.

the newest dating from the 1960s. At the corner of Elm and
Sycamore, you’ll find the Ralston House.

S.2nd Ave.

Today Mansfield is a growing suburban community with
friendly neighborhoods, beautiful parks and thriving businesses. But step back in time to the late 1800s and early
1900s and you’ll find a different Mansfield, one centered
on the grist mill at the corner of Main and Broad Streets.
This was a rural community where commerce mainly
occupied two blocks on Main Street and the concentration
of downtown houses were surrounded by farm land. You
can still find glimpses of Mansfield’s past in our historic
downtown.
Although it was a rural community, Mansfield’s early
businessmen and residents found ways to express themselves through the art of the architecture and design of
the buildings and homes they occupied. This tour will take
you to some of our unique historic properties and point out
some of the sometimes small but important architectural
features of the buildings. By modern standards, many of
these may seem quaint, but they represent the beauty and
pride that owners took in these buildings.
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Bratton House (1895), 310 East Broad Street

This house is a L-plan dwelling, a common house form
in Texas in the late 19th century and is easily identified by its
L-shaped building footprint. A distinctive feature of L-plan
houses is the front projecting wing that extends
from the side gable main
building mass, as can be
seen on this house. This
Queen Anne style house
combines with CraftsBRATTON HOUSE
man-era detailing on the
porch, most noticeably
the tapered columns and front gabled porch roof.
The house was built about 1895 for Andrew “Cap” and his
wife Emma. Mr. Bratton owned a furniture store and, as was
the custom in the 19th century, sold coffins and conducted
funerals. After Mrs. Bratton died in 1955, the residence was
sold to Samuel A. Rowlett, a Baptist minister.

10 The Buttrill-Nifong House (1905), 302 East Broad
Street

The Buttrill House is
the most prominent residence in historic downtown Mansfield due to
its size, design and conspicuous site. It is also
Mansfield’s most architecturally developed his- D.B. BUTTRILL-NIFONG HOUSE
toric dwelling, designed
in the Classical Revival style, with an impressive two-story
colonnade which extends along the two principal facades.
The house was designed and built by local contractor Jay
Grow around 1904 for David B. Buttrill, a farmer and owner
of a general merchandising business who came to Mansfield
from Alabama in the 1890’s. Subsequent owners included
George Casstevens and Dr. Harry D. Nifong.

11 Pyles-Hubbard House (1886), 309 East Broad
Street

This house dates to 1886 and features a side gabled roof, end
chimneys, a symmetrical facade and an imposing, two-story
front portico. The house may be an expansion of a one-story center passage or other
modest form, or may always
have been a two-story, center hall plan. Stylistically
this house reflects Classical
Revival styling, but its plan
type reflects American Colonial forms.
PYLES-HUBBARD HOUSE

Abner and Mattie Pyles
bought the property in 1886. Mr. Pyles moved from Alabama
to Texas in 1870 with his father, who bought a 160-acre farm
near Mansfield. Mr. Pyles was a successful farmer and merchant who also engaged in the building trade; it is reasonable to assume that the existing large house was built by him
for his family of ten children. After Mr. Pyles’ death in 1897,
Mattie Pyles operated a boarding house until she moved to
California in 1909. The house was bought by John and Jessie
Hubbard in 1932.

12 Chorn House (1913), 303 East Broad Street
This is a Massed-Plan Pyramidal Roof house, a style of rectangular dwelling that is two or more rooms wide by two or
more rooms deep with a pyramidal roof that spans the entire house. This house has wood frame construction with
wood siding. The Chorn (pronounced “Corn”) House has a
partial-width, recessed
porch on the front façade
with columns reflecting
the Classical Revival
style.
An unusual variation on a
common residential type
CHORN HOUSE
in Tarrant County, this
house was built in 1913 by
contractor J.B. Wilson for Lester and Mabel Chorn. It replaced a house built on the site in the 1880’s.

13 Wallace-Hall House (1878), 210 South Main Street
The original house may have been smaller and simpler
than the present house. The original house was likely enlarged and enhanced in the 1880s to its present form, which
features a slightly irregular 1½-story L-plan appointed with
modest Queen Anne detailing including cutaway corner
bays and decorative brackets terminated with pendants.
The house is similar to two-story Midwestern farmhouses
of the late 19th century that featured, as this one does, a
cross-gable roof, wide porches, clapboard siding and limited
decorative elements.

Dr. James H. Wallace, one of the first
doctors in Mansfield,
built this two-story
house in 1878. It was
designed in the latest East Coast Stick
style, unusually early
for Texas. Dr. WalWALLACE-HALL HOUSE
lace’s widow married
John P. Casstevens;
she lived in the house until her death in 1939, and five years
later it was sold to the Hall family.

14 Wright-Malone House (1895), 305 West Broad
Street

This house has been altered several times by the addition
and removal of rooms, but still retains the feeling and detailing of a 1890s residence. The alterations have removed
some of the Queen Anne detailing, but added folk Victorian
details such as the pent roofs under the front gable ends.
Built for prominent Mansfield citizen J.H. Wright
around 1895, this house
was moved in 1904 from
its original site at 302
West Broad Street and
WRIGHT-MALONE HOUSE
sold when Wright decided to build a new residence. The Malone family lived in the house between 1918
and 1945, and Willie Mae Farmer ran a boarding house after
purchasing the property in 1963.

15 Muncy House (1890), 206 West Oak Street
The Muncy house, built in 1890, is an example of the
Colonial Revival style, popular nationally between the late
1870s and the early 1950s. This style can be recognized by
the balanced facade
of the house, which is
relatively undecorated
except for the entry
bay with its single story
portico.
The paired front gables
are unusual for homes
in historic Mansfield.
MUNCY HOUSE

You may have noticed that some of the homes on this
tour have been restored or rehabilitated, while others
have not been as well-maintained. Historic structures
require special, and sometimes expensive, repairs to
maintain the historic integrity of the building. For
example, it may be less expensive to replace the original
wood siding on a historic home with vinyl siding or
cementitious fiber board than to use matching wood
planks. But using incompatible materials can negatively
affect the historic character of a building and may lead
to further deterioration.
It is the mission of the Mansfield Historic Landmark
Commission to preserve these historic places for future
generations to come. As part of that mission, the Commission has worked with the Mansfield City Council to
develop the Historic Mansfield Preservation Grant Program. The goal of this program is to preserve the City’s
cultural heritage through the preservation, restoration,
rehabilitation and/or reconstruction of historic homes.
Grant recipients must use the funds for repair or restoration work on their historic structures compatible with
the City’s guidelines. To protect the property after the
work is completed, the recipient must volunteer to designate the property as a Mansfield historic landmark.

In 1890, Mrs. Lucinda Muncy, a widow, bought this lot and
constructed the existing house, which remained in the family until 1919.

16 Bungalows at 200, 202 and 204 West Oak Street
We’ve come to the last stop on our tour. These modest
houses are not marvels of architecture, but the house they
replaced was. This site was once the home of Dr. Julian T.
Feild, son of the town’s founder Julian Feild (yes, that’s the
correct spelling. It’s Mansfield that’s misspelled!) Quite
possibly the grandest house of its day in Mansfield, it was a
late 19th century dwelling featuring a Classical Revival style
porch and balustrades.
And here where Mr. Dukes comes back into our story. You
may remember that Mr. Dukes bought the Collier House at
401 Elm Street (what is now Blessing Funeral Home) in
1889. As he grew older, Mr. Dukes got tired of walking from
the Collier House to Main Street, where he spent the day
socializing or conducting business. By this time, Dr. William
McKnight owned the Feild House, just a block away from
Main Street. In 1909, Mr. Dukes made a deal with Dr. McKnight to swap houses, and thus shortened his daily walk.
Sometime after Mr.
Dukes died in 1921,
the house was demolished and the
three houses before
you were constructed
from the mansion’s
lumber. Yet these
JULIAN FEILD HOUSE
houses are not without charm. The house
at 202 West Oak, a one-story wood frame, front gabled bungalow, has a clipped gable and a full width integral porch. It
is a good example of a modest bungalow embellished with
Craftsman elements.

DID YOU KNOW?
Main Street wasn’t always called Main
Street. When Mansfield was founded, the
road was Water Street, named for a well
in the middle of the street that served as
the town’s water supply. The name was
changed in 1958.
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This tour is sponsored by the Historic Mansfield Preservation Grant Program to promote awareness of Mansfield’s historic past and the need for preservation. For
more information on Mansfield’s historic preservation
program, contact the Mansfield Historic Preservation
Officer at City Hall, (817) 276-4200. And learn more
about the history of Mansfield at the Mansfield Historical Museum and Heritage Center at 102 N. Main Street.
The photographs in this brochure are provided
courtesy of the Mansfield Historical Society.

Sponsored by the Mansfield Historic Landmark
Commission through the Historic Mansfield
Preservation Grant Program

