HISTORIC PRESERVATION INCENTIVES
The City of Mansfield offers preservation incentives for the
owners of historic properties. These programs encourage
the preservation of Mansfield’s cultural heritage through
the maintenance, restoration and rehabilitation of the
historic buildings that tell our City’s story.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS
Preservation grants are available for homes with an
existing landmark designation and homes that are eligible
for landmark designation as determined by the Historic
L a n d m a r k
Commission.
This
is
a
matching grant
that offers up to
$10,000 with a
half match for
owner-occupied
homes and up to
$5,000 with a full match for rental properties for projects
that preserve, restore or rehabilitate the exterior of a
historic house.

Wyatt’s Chapel Memorial
FM 157

Perry Family Cemetery
Matlock Road

GUIDE TO THE
MANSFIELD
HISTORIC
LANDMARK
PROGRAM

HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX EXEMPTIONS
The Historic Preservation Tax Exemption program supports
historic preservation by providing tax relief to property
owners for the maintenance, restoration or rehabilitation
of their historic structures. The program offers three levels
of exemption:
1. Owners of residential and commercial properties that
obtain an “H” Historic Landmark Overlay designation are
eligible to receive a one-time 25% exemption of the City’s
ad valorem taxes for the improvement value of the building
for a period of 10 years.
2. Owners of residential properties with an “H” designation
that make qualifying exterior improvements having a
combined cost of $5,000 or more may receive up to a
100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for the
improvement value of the building for a period of 10 years;
and
3. Owners of commercial buildings with an “H” designation
that make qualifying exterior improvements having a
combined cost of $5,000 or more may receive up to
a 50% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for the
improvement value of the building for a period of 10 years.
Tax exemptions apply to the improvement value of
historically significant structures only and do not include
the land value.

Mansfield Historic Landmarks

•

To foster civic pride in the beauty and
accomplishments of the past.

•

To protect and enhance Mansfield’s attraction
to tourists and provide support and stimulus to
business and industry.

•

To strengthen Mansfield’s economy.

•

To promote the use of historic landmarks for
the culture, prosperity , education, and general
welfare of the people of the city and visitors to
Mansfield.

WHAT MAKES A PROPERTY HISTORIC?
The Man and Feild Mill, 1895

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
IN MANSFIELD
The Mansfield City Council and the Historic Landmark
Commission are committed to the preservation of
Mansfield’s heritage, that of the rural community it
once was and the modern city that it’s become. The
Mansfield Historic Preservation Program encourages
the protection of the historic buildings and spaces
that tell our story.
In June 1988, the City Council adopted Ordinance
No. 782 establishing the Historic Landmark Overlay
District and the Mansfield Historic Landmark
Commission. Under the ordinance, the City may
designate buildings and districts as Historic
Landmarks with the property owner’s consent.

To be considered historic, a property must be at least
50 years old. But it’s not just age that matters.
The property must also retain its historic physical
integrity. In the case of a building, it’s characterdefining features relative to its significance must still
be present.
Finally, the property must have historic significance.
Significance may be through association with
individuals or events that shaped Mansfield’s history
or through buildings or structures that embody
distinctive historical architectural elements.
Historic properties have
a special character,
historical or cultural interest and represent a period
or style of architecture typical of the different eras in
Mansfield’s history.

The purposes of historic landmark designation are:
•

To protect, enhance and perpetuate historic
landmarks which represent distinctive and
important elements of Mansfield’s architectural,
archaeological, cultural, social, economic, ethnic
and political history.

HISTORIC LANDMARK
DESIGNATION
The owner of a historic property may seek a
Mansfield landmark designation by applying for
Historic Landmark Overlay District zoning. The
Overlay District is attached to the property and
does not replace or change the base zoning on the
property.
To begin the process, a zoning application should
be submitted to the Planning Department. The
application will be reviewed by the Historic Landmark
Commission. With the recommendation of the
Comission, the application will be reviewed by the
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council
for approval.
Once a property is designated as a Mansfield
landmark, any exterior alterations to a designated
landmark building must conform to the City’s design
guidelines to avoid unsympathetic changes to the
building.
A Certificate of Approval is required for renovations
or alterations of landmark buildings.
Routine
maintenance or repairs that do not change the
appearance of the building do not need a Certificate
review.
In addition to the local
landmark designation,
a historic property may
be eligible for state and
federal
designation.
These are separate
designations from the
City’s designation.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

•

To safeguard Mansfield’s heritage, as reflected in
our historic landmarks by appropriate regulations.

Does a Historic Landmark Overlay District
change my zoning?

•

To stabilize and improve property values in such
locations.

No, your property’s current zoning does not change
with the Overlay District. You will have the same legal
uses as before.

Buttrill-Nifong House, 1905

Are there any incentives available to owners
of designated landmarks?
Yes, there are financial incentives available to
owners of designated landmarks. Information on the
incentives can be found in this brochure or online at
www.mansfieldtexas.gov/1167/Historic-Preservation.

Do I need to restore or improve my building
because I own a historic landmark?
No, you do not need to restore or improve your building
because of a landmark designation. However, any
future exterior alterations made to the property must
be reviewed by the Historic Landmark Commission to
ensure that incompatible modifications are not made
to the building.

Do I still own my building after landmark
designation?
Yes, a landmark designation does not affect your
ownership of the property.

Will a landmark designation affect my
property taxes?
No, a landmark designation does not affect property
values for tax purposes. In fact, the City offers
preservation tax exemptions for historic landmarks for
qualifying projects.

Can I remove a Historic Landmark Overlay
District from my property?
Yes, a property owner may apply to remove the Overlay
District through the same process as obtaining the
Overlay District.

Will I receive a historic landmark marker?
Yes, the City offers a distinctive marker to landmark
owners to display on their building.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you would like more information about Mansfield’s
Historic Preservation Program, visit the Historic
Preservation page on the City’s website at www.
mansfieldtexas.gov or contact the City Historic
Preservation Officer at (817) 276-4226 or
art.wright@mansfieldtexas.gov.

