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WHO WE ARE

The Historic Landmark Commission was created in 1988 by
Ordinance No. 782. There are seven regular members and
two alternates, all residents of Mansfield, who volunteer their
time. The Commissioners are appointed by the City Council
for two-year terms. The Commission meets on the second
Thursday of each month at City Hall. The meetings are open
to the public. The Commission invites all interested citizens to
attend.

WHAT WE DO

The job of the Historic Landmark Commission is to promote
the preservation of Mansfield’s heritage through official recognition, recording, and preserving the historical resources of
City. The Commission also recommends historic buildings and
properties for local historic landmark designation to the City
Council, administers the Preservation Plan, reviews proposed
exterior alterations to a designated historic landmark, and recommends incentives to encourage the preservation of our historic resources.

VISION STATEMENT

On August 8, 2019, the Commission adopted this vision statement: “The Historic Landmark Commission exists to preserve
the past and educate the public on the uniqueness of Mansfield.” This vision is the guiding principle for the Commission’s
work.

OUR COMMITMENT

August 2020 will see the 130th anniversity of the City’s incorporation. In that time, the City has seen tremendous growth,
sometimes with the loss of our historic resources. The Mansfield City Council and the Historic Landmark Commission are
committed to the preservation of Mansfield’s heritage, that of
the rural community it once was and the modern city that it’s
becoming. The review requirements of the preservation ordinance are one of the best forms of protection for the historic
buildings that tell our City’s story.

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Mansfield is one of only 75 cities and counties in Texas to qualify as a Certified Local Government (CLG) by the Texas Historical Commission. As a member of the CLG program, Mansfield has access to CLG grants, technical assistance, training
opportunities, and the experience and knowledge of the other
participating CLG communities. In exchange, the Commission
is responsible to honor a committment to maintain a strong
local preservation program.
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message from the chair
It has been my honor to be a part of Mansfield’s
Historic Landmark Commission since its inception in
1988. Mansfield, a jewel in the Metroplex, boasts
a deep “settled” history stretching all the way back
to the 1870s, though the area was well-used prior to
that by Native American populations who appreciated the area’s proximity to water, timber, and game.
It is significant that our downtown is the oldest intact
central business district in Tarrant County.
Our Commission is charged with identifying and preserving the historic built environment of the town. We
are fortunate to have a City Council that sees the economic and cultural value of historic preservation. We
are blessed in this community to have worked with
many developers who have gone to great lengths in
matching new construction to existing architecture.
I consider myself fortunate to serve in this endeavor
with volunteers who give their time and effort, and,
also, with very knowledgeable city staff who work
so hard for the citizens. Staff works to maximize the
benefit and value of resources, a perfect example
of which is the dog park being built next to the Man
House. This will provide a high-demand park location and also serve to increase the visibility and use
of the irreplaceable Man House – creating a “win”
for the entire community.
Finally, we are always available as a resource for
people wishing to learn whether their properties are
historic and to assist them in renovating qualifying
structures to maintain historic authenticity.
Robert A. Smith, O.D., Chairman
Historic Landmark Commission
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Preservation in
2018-2019
RALPH MAN HOMESTEAD RESTORATION
The City Council funded the restoration of the Ralph Man
House, home of one of the town founders. The restored
house and barn will become a museum and education
center.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS
The Commission established a grant program to help
fund projects that restore, maintain and extend the life
of Mansfield’s historic houses.
PRESERVATION TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM
The Commission is working with City Council to establish
preservation tax incentives to encourage historic property owners to invest in the preservation, restoration and
maintenance of their buildings.
RECOGNIZED HISTORIC RESOURCES
The Commission recognized 12 properties as Mansfield
historic resources. These properties are not designated landmarks but are considered important to the City’s
heritage.
ART OF HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE TOUR
A new downtown walking tour was released in conjunction with Arts Week 2019 to promote the need for preservation.
HISTORIC PAINT COLORS
Nearly 200 new historic paint colors were added to the
approved Historic Paint Palette to give property owners
a wider variety of colors for their historic buildings.
HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY UPDATE
Volunteers from the Mansfield Volunteer Program are
updating the 1998 Historic Resources Survey by visiting
historic properties and recording their current condition.
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PRESERVATON
PROGRAMS
Is Your Property Historic?
Find Out!

As Mansfield nears its 130th anniversary, the protection of its historic resources
becomes even more important. To assist
with this task, we maintain and update an
inventory of the City’s historic resources
called the History Resource Survey Update, 1998. This inventory is available to
the public and lists information on historic
buildings such as the year built, its condition, and a rating that determines its eligibility for landmark designation.
Along with the inventory, the City has
a copy of the original 1890 town plat, a
collection of Sanborn Insurance Maps
showing downtown Mansfield in 1933,
and photographs of some of our historic
buildings and houses.
If you need assistance with the proper
way to repair or renovate the exterior of
your building, the Commission has design guidelines for historic commercial
and residential buildings. These guidelines are available at no charge.
Please contact the Historic Preservation Officer at City Hall for
information on these resources.

HISTORIC MANSFIELD PRESERVATION GRANTS
The goal of the Historic Mansfield Preservation Grant Program is to preserve the City’s cultural heritage through the
preservation, restoration, rehabilitation and/or reconstruction
of historic homes. Grants are offered to the owners of eligible
historic houses to assist with exterior restoration work. The
grant program began in 2018.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX EXEMPTION
Maintaining a historic building can be expensive. The Historic
Preservation Tax Exemption program is designed to support
historic preservation by providing tax relief to property owners
for the repair, restoration and maintenance of their historic
structures. The program offers three levels of exemption: 1)
by receiving a Historic Landmark designation; 2) for exterior
work over $5,000 for historic residential structures; and 3) for
exterior work over $5,000 for historic commercial structures.
OFFICIAL RECOGNITION PROGRAM
Not every historic property owner wants a Historic Landmark
designation. The Official Recognition program allows the
Commission to honor the owners of historic properties without landmark designation. Officially Recognized properties
are not designated landmarks and the owners are not obligated to comply with the design guidelines or seek approval from
the Commission for changes to the property. Official Recognition is designed to promote awareness
of the need for preservation among
the owners of historic properties
and may encourage owners to
apply for landmark status.
HISTORIC
MARKER
PROGRAM
It’s easy to recognize a
local Mansfield landmark.
The City offers the owners of landmark properties a distinctive medallion featuring the Man and
Feild Mill. You will find these
markers on many of the historic houses and buildings downtown.

As an additional resource, the
Mansfield Historical Museum
and Heritage Center maintains
a large collection of records,
exhibits and photographs related to Mansfield’s historic families, buildings and homes. It’s a
great place to start any research
project. The Museum is located at 102
N. Main Street.
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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
GOALS FOR 2019 - 2020
The annual preservation goals guide the Commission
in its work for the upcoming year. These goals supplement the Mansfield Preservation Plan and represent
the most immediate needs of the preservation program. These are the Commission’s goals for 2019:
1. IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE MANSFIELD’S
HISTORIC RESOURCES
•

Work with the Tarrant County Historic Preservation
Commission on updating the Historic Resources
Survey as part of a county-wide effort.

2. DEVELOP INCENTIVES FOR HISTORIC
PRESERVATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE CITY COUNCIL
•

Continue to work with the Council on incentives to
promote the restoration, rehabilitation and reuse of
historic resources to discourage the demolition of
these resources.

•

If necessary, hold a joint work session with the City
Council to present the historic preservation incentive program and discuss funding mechanisms for
the program.

3. PROMOTE THE WORK OF THE HISTORIC
LANDMARK COMMISSION
•

Produce an annual report of the Commission’s activities to educate the public on the Commission’s
role and the need for historic preservation.

4. INCREASE THE COMMISSION’S PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS
•

Promote preservation-related events for Preservation Month 2020 for the City’s 130th anniversary.

•

Provide notice to the owners of historic properties
describing the benefits and incentives for becoming a designated historic landmark.

•

Work with the Mansfield Historical Museum to produce short educational videos on historic buildings
and preservation topics on the City’s website and
other appropriate media outlets.
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DAMAGED:
North Street Auto Bridge – North Street at Walnut
Creek

MANSFIELD’S ENDANGERED
HISTORIC PLACES 2019

One of the City’s most prominent transportation related infrastructure resources is the 1922 concrete auto
bridge. In 1922, the Tarrant County Engineer’s office
designed and built the reinforced concrete auto bridge
where North Street crossed Walnut Creek. At that time
North Street was the main road from Mansfield to Fort
Worth. The concrete bridge replaced an iron truss
bridge that was washed away by flood waters earlier
that year.

In 1998, the Mansfield Historic Resources Survey listed over 600

In June 2019, a vehicle struck the concrete rail on
south end of bridge, destroying approximately 11 feet
of the angled rail connecting to the guard rail on the
bridge. The damaged concrete rail is being replaced
with a standard metal traffic guard with wood posts for
safety reasons. The concrete rail will not be restored
to pre-accident condition as the bridge is scheduled for
demolition with future North Street expansion to better
accommodate drainage through Walnut Creek.

Historic preservation in Mansfield is voluntary, which means only
properties with the Mansfield Historic Landmark designation are
protected under the City’s preservation ordinance. Without the protection of a landmark designation, many of our historic buildings
have suffered incompatible alterations, demolition, or neglect. The
following highlights a few historic resources that are in danger of
being lost or were lost or damaged in 2019.

LOST:

ENDANGERED:

The Citizens Bank of Britton – 4310 Britton Road
This building was constructed in the Classical Revival style in 1906. It used concrete block construction
with galvanized tin entry entablature, cornice and pediment. The blocks were manufactured by F.S. Windle
and D.T. Wilson in a local grain elevator basement.
Citizens Bank became the Britton State bank in 1919,
and merged with the First National Bank of Mansfield
during the Depression. The bank continued operations
until the mid-1930s. After it closed, the building served
many uses including a canning factory, mattress factory, a cotton treatment plant, a corn grinding mill (hammer mill), a grocery store and private storage.
In March 2019, the building was hit by straight line
winds, leaving only the front façade and the vault
standing. The facade began leaning toward the street,
and as a danger to public safety it was dismantled
before it could fall. This building was one of the few
remaining structures from the original Town of Britton
from the early 1900s.

historic properties in and around the City, many of which have since
been lost. While not every old building is historically significant,
Mansfield still has many historic resources left. These are buildings,
structures or properties that retain their architectural integrity, are
representative of the building types of their era or are identified with
persons who contributed to the development of the City.

The Buttrill-Nifong House - 302 East Broad Street
The Buttrill-Nifong House is the most prominent residence in historic
downtown Mansfield due to its size, design and conspicuous site. It
is also Mansfield’s most architecturally developed historic dwelling,
designed in the Classical Revival style, with an impressive two-story colonnade which extends along the two principal facades. The
house was designed and built by local contractor Jay Grow around
1904 for David B. Buttrill, a farmer and owner of a general merchandising business who came to Mansfield from Alabama in the 1890’s.
Subsequent owners included George Casstevens and Dr. Harry D.
Nifong.
After an exceptionally wet winter, the Buttrill-Nifong House shows
new exterior damage, particularly on the columns and porches. Unless this grand house is repaired and restored it may continue to
deteriorate, leading to the loss of some of its distinctive architectural
features.
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preservation
By the numbers

•

Mansfield has 24 designated historic landmarks

•

Six properties in Mansfield are
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, including the
Ralph Man Homestead, the home
of one of our town founders

•

There are nine Texas State Historical Markers in Mansfield.

•

Mansfield has one Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, the Nugent-Hart House.

•

The Commission has reviewed
14 applications for Certificates of
Approval since 2014.

•

There have been seven local
historic landmark designations
since 2014.

•

Since 2016, there have been 14
demolition permits issued for
structures listed on the City’s
Historic Resources Survey.
The photographs in this report are provided
courtesy of the Mansfield Historical Society.
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