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WHO WE ARE

The Historic Landmark Commission was created in 1988 by
Ordinance No. 782. There are seven regular members and two
alternates, all residents of Mansfield, who volunteer their time.
The Commissioners are appointed by the City Council for twoyear terms. The Commission meets on the second Thursday of
each month at City Hall. The meetings are open to the public.
The Commission invites all interested citizens to attend.

WHAT WE DO

The job of the Historic Landmark Commission is to promote
the preservation of Mansfield’s heritage through official
recognition, recording, and preserving the historical
resources of City. The Commission also recommends
historic buildings and properties for local historic landmark
designation to the City Council, administers the Preservation
Plan, reviews proposed exterior alterations to a designated
historic landmark, and recommends incentives to encourage
the preservation of our historic resources.
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On August 8, 2019, the Commission adopted this vision
statement: “The Historic Landmark Commission exists to
preserve the past and educate the public on the uniqueness
of Mansfield.” This vision is the guiding principle for the
Commission’s work.

OUR COMMITMENT

August 2020 marked the 130th anniversary of the City’s
incorporation. In that time, the City has seen tremendous
growth, sometimes with the loss of our historic resources.
The City Council and the Historic Landmark Commission are
committed to the preservation of Mansfield’s heritage, that
of the rural community it once was and the modern city that
it’s becoming. The review requirements of the preservation
ordinance are one of the best forms of protection for the
historic buildings that tell our City’s story.

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Mansfield is one of only 77 cities and counties in Texas to
qualify as a Certified Local Government (CLG) by the Texas
Historical Commission. As a member of the CLG program,
Mansfield has access to CLG grants, technical assistance,
training opportunities, and the experience and knowledge
of the other participating CLG communities. In exchange,
the Commission is responsible to honor a commitment to
maintain a strong local preservation program.
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Message from the Chair

C

OVID-19 changed our way of life in Mansfield, Texas this year,
as it did across the US and the world. Prior to the pandemic
shutdown, this Commission had designated Vice-Chairman
David Littlefield and Commissioner Mark Walker to work with the
Historic Preservation Advisory Board to seek ways to enrich our community with activities for Historic Preservation Month in May 2020.
Although the event was cancelled this year, the Commission is excited
about the prospects for an even better event in 2021.
Significant properties brought into Landmark status this year were
the Patterson-Rydell House, the 1924 Mansfield High School, the 1940
Rock Gym, and the Ralph S. Man House. We are particularly pleased
with the massive effort underway to preserve the Man House for citizens' enjoyment and education.
I am proud of the commissioners on this board who volunteer their
efforts to preserve, promote, and protect the history of Mansfield,
Texas for our growing community. It is a real pleasure to work with
people who give so generously of their time for no other reason than
a desire to improve their community.
I wish to thank the city council for their unfailing support. We are fortunate to have the excellent counsel of Art Wright, our Historic Preservation Officer, who works tirelessly in this endeavor. I also want to
recognize Delia Jones, who recently retired from the City but whose
work was much appreciated by this Commission.
As always, we are available as a resource for anyone wishing to learn
about the possible historical significance of their properties and provide direction for renovating qualifying structures to preserve their
historical authenticity.
Robert A. Smith, O.D., Chairman
Historic Landmark Commission
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The exposed walls of the 1865 log house inside the
R.S. Man House. Mr. Man's log house was beautifully
constructed.
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New wood windows installed at the Gaulden-Baskin House

The Patterson-Rydell House, c. 1925

Preservation in 2019-2020

T

he major preservation project this was one of 12 historic properties recognized
year is the restoration of the R.S. last year.
Man Homestead. Other preservation
In addition to the Patterson-Rydell House,
efforts made in 2019-2020 include:
the City Council designated the R.S. Man
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT
Homestead as a Historic Landmark. The
The window restoration work at the Homestead is approximately 1.4 acres and
Gaulden-Baskin House was completed in includes the historic house and an 1865
November 2019. The total cost to replace barn.
six non-historic windows was $14,268.34,
THE OLD MANSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
with $9,873.80 from a 2018-19 grant
AND ROCK GYM
and $4,394.54 from a 2019-20 grant. The
The Historic Landmark Commission
Commission wishes to thank Leeds Clark,
extended an invitation to the Mansfield
Inc., the contractor, for their hard work on
Independent School District to designate
this project.
the 1924 High School and 1940 Rock Gym at
NEW HISTORIC LANDMARKS
605 E. Broad Street as historic landmarks.
Lifelong resident Ms. Faye Rydell received The District agreed and the City Council
Historic Landmark designation for the approved the designations in September
Patterson-Rydell House, c. 1925. The house 2020.

PRESERVATON
PROGRAMS
HISTORIC MANSFIELD PRESERVATION GRANTS

The goal of the Historic Mansfield Preservation Grant Program is to preserve the City’s cultural heritage through the
preservation, restoration, rehabilitation and/or reconstruction of historic homes. Grants are offered to the owners of eligible historic houses to assist with exterior restoration work.
The grant program began in 2018.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX EXEMPTION

Maintaining a historic building can be expensive. The Historic Preservation Tax Exemption program is designed to
support historic preservation by providing tax relief to property owners for the repair, restoration and maintenance of
their historic structures. The program offers three levels of
exemption: 1) by receiving a Historic Landmark designation; 2) for exterior work over $5,000 for historic residential
structures; and 3) for exterior work over $5,000 for historic
commercial structures.

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION PROGRAM

Not every historic property owner wants a Historic Landmark designation. The Official Recognition program allows
the Commission to honor the owners of historic properties
without landmark designation. Officially Recognized properties are not designated landmarks and the owners are not
obligated to comply with the design guidelines or seek approval from the Commission for changes to the property. Official Recognition is designed to promote awareness of the
need for preservation among the owners of historic properties and may encourage owners to apply for landmark status.

The 1924 Mansfield High School

HISTORIC MARKER PROGRAM

It’s easy to recognize a local Mansfield landmark. The City
offers the owners of landmark properties a distinctive medallion featuring the Man and Feild Mill. You will find these
markers on many of the historic houses and buildings downtown.
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Still from the Historic Mansfield videos
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O UTRE ACH A ND ED UCATION
Getting the Word Out

T

he Historic Landmark Commission school, working or simply living here. The
always seeks ways to increase collected stories will be available at the Mupublic engagement and educate seum, City Hall and the Library.
our residents and visitors on Mansfield's
heritage. Working in partnership with the
Historic Preservation Advisory Board, the
Mansfield Historical Museum and Heritage
Center and the Mansfield Public Library,
the Commission sponsored several new
programs to promote presevation.

THIS IS US: A Mansfield History Project

Historic preservation is more than just the
places and events important to Mansfield’s
past. It is also about the experiences of the
people who live here. This program invites
Mansfield citizens to share stories about
their life in Mansfield: growing up, going to

Examples o
Commissio
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HISTORIC MANSFIELD VIDEOS

Historic Mansfield is a series of short videos
on historic topics. The stories highlight the
places, people and events important to Mansfield's history. These videos are posted to the
City's and Museum's social media platforms.

FIRST PRESERVATION MONTH

May 2020 was Mansfield's inaugural
Preservation Month celebrating the City
through its historic places. The Commission
and the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
worked together on a month-long series of
activities to promote preservation. Due to
the COVID-19 outbreak, in-person events
were postponed. In their place, the City's staff
created some virtual activities like History at
Home, inviting families to recreate historic
photographs at home using people and objects
around the house.

HISTORIC PROPERTIES
RECOGNITION CEREMONY

The Commission held its first Historic Properties Recognition Ceremony on November 9, 2019 at the
Museum. The ceremony honored
the owners of 12 Officially
Recognized
historic
properties.
The Commission also
welcomed the owners
of the Gaulden-Baskin
House, c. 1900, the
City's twenty-fifth Historic Landmark.

of the outreach efforts by the
on and its partners

BETTER ACCESS TO INFORMATION

A Historic Preservation page was added to the
City's website. This page contains information
on historic properties, design guidelines,
maps, preservation incentives and more. The
site can be found at www.mansfieldtexas.
gov/1167/Historic-Preservation. Staff also
prepared an information brochure on
Mansfield's Historic Landmark Program to
explain the responsibilities and benefits of
Historic Landmark Designation to owners of
historic properties. This information is also
available at the Planning Department at City
Hall.
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PRESERVING HISTORY:
THE R.S. MAN HOMESTEAD RESTORATION
The Man House is a puzzle worth solving

B

egun in 1865, the R.S. Man House, built
by Mansfield co-founder Ralph Man, is
located just west of Historic Downtown
Mansfield on Broad Street. The Man House will
become a museum that provides visitors with
a glimpse of what life was like in Mansfield in
the late 1800s.
Currently, the house and 1865 barn are
undergoing restoration. Future projects at
the Homestead include the construction
of an information center and an outdoor
amphitheater, as well as the addition of
some smaller historical structures. The new
museum is expected to open in 2020.
Phoenix 1 Restoration, the construction
manager, has been busy with the restoration
work and keeping records of the amazing
finds inside and outside the house.
These discoveries include:
•

•

The original logs of the cabin are in good
condition. The daub appears to be local
clay and possibly lime, with strands of
hog’s hair to add strength.
The shading on the logs in the northeast
corner of the room indicates presence of
stairs to the log cabin’s original loft.

•

The window under the staircase was
originally a door and will be restored.

•

The fireplace surround in dining room
is made of wood from different sources,
including some late 1800s pieces.

•

Evidence was found in the logs on the front

of the cabin that indicates that there may
have been a porch that wrapped around
the cabin from the front to the central hall
•

From the color and material used, the
bricks were made with clay on site.
Records indicate that the brick was not
painted until the 1930s.

•

The finishes inside the house included offwhite, pale yellow, dark blue and dark red
paint colors. The woodwork was finished
with faux woodgrain.
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Top row from left: the R.S. Man House; the Central Hall staircase;
stacks of fieldstones supporting the floor.
Middle row from left: orignal layer of green paint found on the west wall
of the house; new posts being installed on the shed roof of the 1865 barn;
leveling up the foundations of the frame addition.
Bottom row from left: brick from the house that may have been made onsite with local clay; an example of chinking and daub between the logs of
the 1865 cabin; study of paint colors used in the parlor.
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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
GOALS FOR 2020 - 2021
The annual preservation goals guide the Commission in its work for the upcoming year. These goals
supplement the Mansfield Preservation Plan and represent the most immediate needs of the preservation
program. These are the Commission’s goals for 2020:
1. IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE MANSFIELD’S HISTORIC RESOURCES
•

Work with the Tarrant County Historic Preservation Commission on updating the Historic Resources Survey as part of a county-wide effort.

2. DEVELOP INCENTIVES FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CITY
COUNCIL
•

•

Continue to work with the Council on incentives to
promote the restoration, rehabilitation and reuse
of historic resources to discourage the demolition
of these resources.
If necessary, hold a joint work session with the City
Council to present the historic preservation incentive program and discuss funding mechanisms for
the program.

3. PROMOTE THE WORK OF THE HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
•

Produce an annual report of the Commission’s activities to educate the public on the Commission’s
role and the need for historic preservation.

4. INCREASE THE COMMISSION’S PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS
•
•
•

Promote preservation-related events for Preservation Month 2021.
Provide notice to the owners of historic properties
describing the benefits and incentives for becoming a designated historic landmark.
Work with the Mansfield Historical Museum to
produce short educational videos on historic buildings and preservation topics on the City’s website
and other appropriate media outlets.
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MANSFIELD'S ENDANGERED
HISTORIC PLACES 2020

I

n 1998, the Mansfield Historic
Resources Survey listed over 600
historic properties in and around the
City, many of which have since been lost.
While not every old building is historically
significant, Mansfield still has many
historic resources left. These are buildings,
structures or properties that retain their
architectural integrity, are representative
of the building types of their era or are
identified with persons who contributed to
the development of the City.

Historic preservation in Mansfield is
voluntary, which means only properties
with the Mansfield Historic Landmark
designation are protected under the City’s
preservation ordinance. Without the
protection of a landmark designation, many
of our historic buildings have suffered
incompatible alterations, demolition, or
neglect. The following highlights a few
historic resources that are in danger of
being lost or were lost or damaged in 2020.

Left: 1890 Town Plat
Right: The Buttrill-Nifong House

ENDANGERED:
Mansfield

Historic

Downtown

Each year, historic resources are demolished
or are altered in an incompatible manner in
Mansfield's historic downtown neighborhoods.
While not every downtown building is
historically significant, many have important
connections to Mansfield's historic families or
are good examples of the architecture of their
era.

ENDANGERED: The Buttrill-Nifong House 302 East Broad Street

Care should be taken when seeking demolition
or alteration of downtown historic resources.
Often, rehabilitation of the historic structure
can be achieved.

The Buttrill-Nifong House is the most
prominent residence in historic downtown
Mansfield due to its size, design and
conspicuous site. It is also Mansfield’s most
architecturally developed historic dwelling,
designed in the Classical Revival style.
The house was designed and built by local
contractor Jay Grow around 1904 for David
B. Buttrill, a farmer and owner of a general
merchandising business.

The Commission maintains a list of historic
properties online at www.mansfieldtexas.
gov/1167/Historic-Preservation.
We
also
offer advice and incentives to assist with
rehabilitation of downtown Mansfield's
historic structures.

The Buttrill-Nifong House shows new exterior
damage, particularly on the columns and
porches. Unless this grand house is repaired
and restored it may continue to deteriorate,
leading to the loss of some of its distinctive
architectural features.

When historic buildings are demolished or
inappropriately altered, the historic character
of the neighborhood can be lost.
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State Bank of Mansfield Building,
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The Richardson House, after 1921
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1951 Mid-Century Ranch-Style House
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PRESERVATION BY THE NUMBERS
• Mansfield has 27 designated historic landmarks

Cases
6

2

• Six properties in Mansfield are listed on
the National Register of Historic Places,
including the Ralph Man Homestead, the
home of one of our town founders

2
1
0

• There are nine Texas State Historical Markers in Mansfield.
Landmarks

• Mansfield has one Recorded Texas Historic
Landmark, the Nugent-Hart House.
• The Commission has reviewed 14 applications for Certificates of Approval since
2014.
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Landmarks

• There have been ten local historic landmark designations since 2014.
• Since 2016, there have been 19 demolition
permits issued for structures listed on the
City’s Historic Resources Survey.

Demolitions
5

5

3

• Additional properties have been removed
from the Historic Resources Survey, including five in 2020. Lost properties are
noted each year during the ongoing update
of the Survey.

Mansfield's Historic Landmarks
Buying a historic property?
Got questions?
We have advice and incentives to assist with restoration and rehabilitation
of Mansfield's historic buildings. Contact the Historic Preservation Officer
at (817) 276-4226 or art.wright@mansfieldtexas.gov for more information.

